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as its aims the emancipation of Judaism, and the acquisi-
tion of equal rights for the Jews in foreign countries.
This association established modern schools all over the
Near East, offering to the Jewish youth opportunities
for general education and manual training. Helping the
Alliance in this work were other Jewish organizations,
such as the Anglo-Jewish Association and the Jewish
Colonization Association. Thanks to these organizations,
the progress made by the Jews of Turkey contributed
extensively to the advancement of all branches of social
and intellectual life of the country. The schools of the
Alliance spread culture widely among the Turkish peo-
ple, since a goodly number of Mohammedan boys and
girls received their education in Jewish schools. The
Government, in their national and public schools, has
consistently followed the programs of studies adopted
by the Alliance Israelite. In many cases, instructors of
the Jewish schools were employed as official interpreters-
There were a few families that had already won a
great name in the political and financial circles and had
contributed on many occasions to the sustaining of the
country's credit by advancing sums of money to the offi-
cial treasury. Most of them were connected with promi-
nent European families. Such were the Camondos and
Carmonas in Constantinople; the AUatinis, Fernandez,
and Morpourgos in Salonika; the Estambulis, Altaras,
and Shemahias in Damascus; the Lisbonas in Aleppo,
the Sassoons, Nouriels, and Menahems in Baghdad. But
with the large immigration from Turkey to the great
centers of Europe, viz., London, Manchester, Paris, Mar-
seilles, Antwerp, Milan, Vienna, and Berlin, and to many
parts of America, and together with the arrival in Tur-
key of many Jewish families from Central Europe, new
ties were formed and new opportunities for commerce
became available. Limited and individual initiative gave
way to collective action. The Jewish proprietors of